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Shellac - What is it?

Shellac is a naturally occurring substance.  It is produced in Asia, from an insect (laccifer laaca) that attaches itself to trees 
& exudes a thick toffee-like substance which is harvested, then heated and dropped on to cold marble to form hard buttons 
known as ‘button polish’.  This product is then ground into flakes.  The shellac flakes, when mixed with methylated spirits, 
forms the liquid french polish.

Mixing & Preparing French Polish:

Place the flakes into a plastic or glass re-sealable container (use only a small amount for your first try).  Cover the flakes 
with the methylated spirits or recommended denatured alcohol, allowing time for shellac to dissolve – making sure to stir 
frequently.  (For best results strain the solution through a stocking).  This is about a 50/50 mix and is suitable for rubbing 
with a pad or brush mop application.  When mixing for a spraying application use three parts meths solvent, to one part 
shellac and use a wide fan pattern at about 30 PSI.  This polish will last for a long period if kept in this sealed container.

Making a Rubber Pad:

Cut a piece of cotton cloth to approx. 160mm x 160mm, then place a large cotton wool ball in the 
centre and fold in the sides twisting the loose material above the fad.  Rubbing pads are best for 
large flat surfaces, such as table tops and cabinets.

Application:

How to use...

Filling the Rubber Pad:

Open the rubber and pour some polish into the cotton wool, allowing the polish to soak into the 
wool, then the outer cloth.  Wrap the pad again and squeeze so that the polish oozes out.

French Polishing Mop
Hand made of the finest selected soft hair.  

Seamless aluminium ferrule, with black 
polished handle.  Best for polish application 
on carved and complex contoured surfaces.  

(Re-Order Codes:  MNMOP or HDMOP)
FIRST PASS

SECOND PASS

THIRD PASS

UNi-PRO PAINTING EQUIPMENT P/L
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PH: (03) 9761-7900

FAX: (03) 9761-6522

You are now ready to start polishing.  Starting in a top corner, polish the rubber in small 
circular motions, moving it along in the same direction as the grain.  Try not to go back 
over the area that you have just finished – this is called the first pass.  
(See the diagram on right)

For the second pass, allow the polish from the first pass to dry about 15 minutes 
depending on temperature.  Wipe the rubber in straight lines with the grain.

The third pass - allow the polish from the second pass to dry, then wipe the rubber in 
straight lines across the grain.

Second session.  You may at this stage stop if the finish is what you require, however 
a second and third session may be necessary to achieve the polish build you require.  
Remember to lightly sand with 600 – 800 grit wet & dry, or 0000 steel wool, between 
sessions to ensure that the surface is smooth & clean, ready for the next session.

Clean Up:

Rinse brush in methylated spirits, then in warm, soapy water to remove all traces of 
shellac.



Handy Hints…
*   When purchasing orange shellac for a large project, be sure to buy enough to do the entire job.  
As shellac is a natural product, colour may vary from crop to crop.  If purchasing multiple containers 
of shellac, it is important to check the date of manufacture to make sure they are from the same 
batch.  If they are not, they should be blended before use to avoid any possible colour variances.

*   Shellac gives a beautiful, long-wearing finish that is easy to maintain and won’t yellow or darken 
with age.  It is best to apply shellac at low humidity and at room temperature.  If humidity is 
high, a whitening of the film may occur due to vapour condensation on the surface cooled by the 
evaporation of alcohol.  Normally this will disappear as the film dries.  If extreme humidity causes 
it to persist, this can usually be corrected by lightly brushing alcohol over the affected areas.  This 
releases the moisture trapped in the film.  

*   Shellac is easy to apply but there are a few tricks involved in brushing that are readily mastered 
by any amateur.  Work with a full brush and just before your film “sets” (i.e., when shellac is still wet 
but no longer flowing), go back over it lightly with the tip of the brush to take out any bubbles.  If 
you discover a missed spot (a “widow”), do not attempt to touch it up.  Wait for the next coat and 
catch it then.  Brushing after the coat “sets” will lift or wrinkle the finish.

*   A shellac finish is easily maintained by cleaning with a damp rag or by waxing.  Where stubborn 
stains are involved, use mild soap and water.  If shellac has been water spotted, the discolouration 
can usually be removed by rubbing gently with an alcohol-dampened rag.  If damage is too severe 
for correction by this remedy, or where the spot is the result of a burning cigarette or other physical 
damage, remove the old film in the affected area by sanding.  Then apply two or more coats of 
shellac.  Use either aerosol shellac or 3-lb liquid shellac.  Allow to dry.  Then buff with no. 00 steel 
wool until the new finish blends into the old.

*   Waxing a shellacked surface with a paste wax will help prevent water rings or other discolouration 
from water glasses, flower pots etc.  The shellac should dry for at least 24 hours before application 
of the wax.

*   Proper surface preparation is the key to good results with shellac, as it is with any finish.  With 
new wood, the last sanding should be done with a fine paper to remove the wood fibres loosened 
by coarse papers used on first cuts.  All dust must be removed with a tack cloth.  When finishing 
old floors, extra care should be taken to remove all traces of wax.  Any wax left on the surface will 
impair the adhesion of the new shellac finish.

101 Uses for Shellac...
- Finishing & re-finishing wood floors, cabinets, woodwork, trims & paneling
- As an undercoat for varnish (do not use under urethanes)
- Wash coat under stains
- Sealing drywall, cured plaster, old painted walls and wallpaper
- Sealing drywall before papering
- Sealing new wood before painting
- Sealing knotsand sappy streaks in new wood
- Exterior spot sealing
- Sealing damaged asphalt
- Sealing spackled and stained areas


